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REPORT UPDATE (650 words)

The Extension agents with citrus responsibilities have been actively involved in educating citrus growers both large and small
about greening and various control strategies throughout Florida. Educational events included a greening series in Oct./Nov.
2007, Greening Summit in April 2008 and a mini-greening summit in Sept./Oct. 2008. The greening series in Oct./Nov. 2007
was conducted in 7 locations (Bartow, Arcadia, Immokalee, Tavares, Sebring, Ft. Pierce and Winter Haven). All
presentations at each program were presented by the citrus agents. Attendance at these programs exceeded 720
participants. From surveys collected at the events indicated the following: 99% indicated they gained knowledge and will
share gained information with others; 86% indicated they will change or improve management practices and/or scouting
techniques because of the program. From the Greening Summit conducted in Avon Park on April 8, 2008, over 375 growers
and employees related to the citrus industry registered and participated in one of the largest educational programs in the
state in many years. The objectives of this program was to increase the knowledge of owners, production managers and
other personnel of the threat to the viability of the commercial citrus industry in Florida caused by greening and about the
best available strategies that may be conducted to combat the disease. Funding to support the program came from both
grant and sponsorships by companies associated with the citrus industry. Industry support totaled $8,300. Funding from both
the grant and sponsorship offset the cost of meals, program expenses and international travel expenses for a speaker. The
program included invited local and international speakers experienced in working with greening. Respondents to an exit
program survey indicated an average rating of 8.4 on a 1-10 scale (1 = no value and 10 = great value) for the overall
program. One hundred percent of the respondents noted a knowledge gain that would be shared with others, while 80%
planned on making management changes in their operations due to program content. From a limited follow-up survey, 88%
have begun surveying for greening in their groves, 74% are removing positive trees and 56% have implemented or changed
psyllid control programs. The Greening Summit was an extremely successful program which provided important and useful
information about greening to key citrus industry personnel. The mini greening summit will be conducted in late Sept. and
early Oct. to again update growers on findings related to greening since the summit held in April 2008. These programs will
be conducted in 6 locations around the state and presented by the citrus extension agents. At these meetings, the pest
posters that were funded by the grant will be provided to all participants. The five poster series includes: 1) citrus greening;
2) citrus diseases; 3) mites, insects and scales; 4) nutrient-associated patterns; and 5) miscellaneous insect pests. These
posters contain over 90 photographs of the selected pest and highlight pest identification. In addition to the above
educational programs, the citrus extension agents are actively involved with growers in answering questions and aiding in
suspect greening sample submission to various labs within Florida. This assistance is to aid growers in determining if the
suspect tree(s) are PCR positive for greening. The grant offsets agent’s mileage and sample submission fees. All agents
have been provided with HP hand held units to aid in mapping groves and obtaining GPS locations. These units are
supported with Severon programs for scouting pests and mapping. All agents will also be participating in the International
Greening Research Program in Dec. of 2008 in Orlando. This participation will keep agents up to speed on local and
international citrus greening research. In addition to these programs and activities, selective agents are conducting field
studies related to: the impact of greening on fruit yield and size; ways to kill unwanted citrus trees in place with herbicides;
stump treatments to minimize sprouts; and if stumps from removed trees will produce sprouts that are positive for greening.
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