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	Title: Development and evaluation of citrus psyllid management programs
	Investigator: Michael E. Rogers
	Email: mrgrs@ufl.edu
	Phone: 863-956-1151
	Organization: UF/IFAS/CREC
	Date: 09/30/09
	Contract: 00067656
	Duration: 3
	Year: 1
	Funds: 168041.52
	Report: Over the past few years, entomological expertise in Florida citrus pest management has declined due to retirements and those positions not being refilled due to budget issues.  As a result, the university has not employed an entomologist working specifically in citrus on the east coast of Florida for some time.  Many of the growers on the east coast are producing predominantly fresh fruit, much of which is for export, and thus have different constraints and production goals compared to the rest of the Florida citrus industry which grows fruit for processing.  At the request of citrus growers on the east coast, a non-tenured entomologist position was created at the Indian River Research and Education Center in Fort Pierce through the funding of this proposal.  The purpose of this position is to provide direct assistance to growers on the east coast in the development and evaluation of psyllid management programs.  
Dr. Pasco B. Avery began work in this grant-funded position in October of 2007.  The level of funding provided by this grant has enabled the hiring of additional technical support for Dr. Avery which allows him to increase the number of trials that can be evaluated.  As indicated by direct grower feedback to M. Rogers, this program has already been a success by providing much needed assistance to citrus growers struggling with how best to address their changing pest management needs. 
Dr. Avery has set up projects with at least 8 large citrus operations in the Indian River area providing direct assistance with the evaluation of their pest management programs. Different approaches being evaluated include the effectiveness of varying levels of insecticide sprays for reduction in psyllid populations (including effects on beneficial insects), evaluating the use of trap crops for psyllid management, evaluating the effectiveness of Curtec sprayers treating every row versus every other row middle, monitoring psyllid populations in abandoned groves to determine the potential risks to surrounding commercial operations, assess the effectiveness of cold fogging with a fungal biological control agent for psyllid control and specific insecticide product evaluations as requested by grower cooperators. Dr. Avery's work with citrus growers on the east coast will continue to expand with new projects undertaken in collaboration with east coast growers including in particular evaluation of the success of coordinated aerial sprays programs currently be planned by groups such as the Indian River Citrus league and improvement districts on the east coast.


