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Commercial Citrus Production
The focus of our work to date has been economic evaluation of alternative citrus greening management strategies.  We have been in Florida citrus groves to observe trees infected with greening, and have conducted in-depth discussions with Florida and Brazilian growers and researchers about greening management.  The information we gathered from this research enabled us to economically analyze citrus greening management strategies.  We are now also working on the economic risks of citrus greening, and its potential economic impact on production, prices and the structure of the Florida citrus industry.    

Analysis of Citrus Nursery Operations
In response to controlling citrus greening and canker, new regulations have been put in place on how citrus nursery trees can be propagated. As of January 1, 2008, production of all citrus nursery trees must occur within protected structures (Fla Statue 5B-62). A survey was developed to estimate the overall capacity of the nursery industry under these new regulations. The survey was mailed out to 35 members of the Citrus Nurseryman’s Association on March 20, 2008. Follow up phone calls occurred during the first three weeks of April. Responses were received from 12 nurseries. Four of the five biggest operations, however, declined to participate, so the value of current information is in doubt. A different approach is under review that would ascertain the same information but with more consideration of nursery growers’ concerns.  In addition, screen house construction costs have been collected along with costs of nursery tree production to estimate the change in overall production from the new regulations.

Visit to Sao Paulo
In early July 2008, Ron Muraro, Tom Spreen, and Fritz Roka visited Sao Paulo state, Brazil.  They completed an extensive tour of the citrus producing region visit both large and small farms.  Several operations with greening were visited.  Discussion with growers on the tactics they are employing to control greening was held.  The group also visited several greenhouse/nursery operations and witnessed the protocols being used to prevent both canker and greening from infecting nursery stock.  FUNDECITRUS was also visited.  FUNDECITRUS is a grower/processor funded research organization which is taking the lead on greening research in Sao Paulo.  While at FUNDECITRUS, Dr. Bove, who is credited with identifying greening, was also there and the group had the opportunity to meet and discuss with him.

Presentations
A total of six presentations were made at Extension grower programs such as Indian River Citrus Seminar, Citrus Expo
and Florida Nurserymen's Association.  Two other presentations were made at the 2008 SAEA annual meeting in Dallas, TX.

Publications and Abstracts
Three were four articles published: one FSHS paper and two EDIS articles along with one article in Citrus Industry magazine.
Two abstracts were published in the Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics, 2008.



