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	Title: Participation in National Arena
	Investigator: John Jackson
	Email: jackson7@ufl.edu
	Phone: 352/267-3227
	Organization: FCIRCC
	Date: October 27, 2008
	Contract: 
	Duration: 1
	Year: 1
	Funds: 35000
	Report: Seventeen (17) growers, harvesters, packers, research directors, allied industry reps, and administrative staff participated in a four day tour to visit research facilities, interact with scientists, and participate in dialogue with California growers relative to funding citrus research.  All participants are closely involved with industry funding of research in Florida as members of the FCIRRC, Greening and Canker Task Force, FCPRAC or as administrators. 
On day one the group visited the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) just outside of Santa Fe, New Mexico.  The FCPRAC is partially funding a project at LANL dealing with early detection of diseases.  The work is part of the Bio-Security division of the lab.  Several presentations on genetics and operations were given and a tour of the labs followed.  It was quite a substantial operation with tremendous  capabilities.  Main area of assistance will be in genetics.  As a note, the disease detection method and device is dependent on a sequence for the causal organism.
Day two was a visit to the University of California – Davis facility.  This world renowned research institution was very impressive.  A number of presentations were given to show the breadth of expertise and level of cooperation.  There are some really bright individuals working in many areas that can have tremendous impact on disease management and control.  Equally impressive was the tour of two labs that are receiving partial funding from FCPRAC. 
By day three we were ready to explore the real world.  Most of the day was spent with California growers in the field.  We were able to experience their problems and get a small glimpse of growing citrus in California.  Currently California growers, regulators, and administrators are most concerned with the presence of the Asian Citrus Psyllid in extreme Southern California.  Greening is now a strong possibility for most growers.  We reinforced their concern several times, Jim Snively did an excellent job of showing how greening has impacted Southern Gardens.
Day four brought California and Florida producers together for a productive discussion.  Steve Futch gave an outline of greening in Florida and how extension is educating growers.  Jim Snively presented a PowerPoint on the impact of greening on growers and Bob Norberg/Tom Turpen described the research plan in Florida.  Bob pointed out that successful businesses reinvest 5% to 10% of sales back into research.  For Florida this would be $70M (using 7%).  He noted that generally half of the research is performed by the private sector, for example a pesticide manufacturer looking for new products.  He noted the USDA and IFAS provide approximately $15M though their base funding.  This would leave a balance of $20M for the industry to provide.  He pointed out that this year FDOC has budgeted $20M for disease research.  He conclude by noting that Florida needs to establish a sustainable citrus research program to deal with future needs as well as the greening/canker crisis today. 
Tom described the need for a technology transfer mechanism.  The concept was new to California and discussion was limited.  The idea has been planted, it now must grow.  We talked of common needs and ways to share information.  For example Paul Meador mentioned that robotics were of interest to Florida harvesters, but did not justify a major research effort.  However, he felt California was making a considerable investment and he would like to know what they are doing and the results.  Both groups agreed that a direct dialogue was long overdue and this session was simply the beginning of a closer relationship.  It was agreed to continue to interact and that Ted Batkin and John Jackson would be responsible for making this happen.


