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TITLE and CONTACT INFORMATION
Project Title  Additional support for Southern Gardens Diagnostic Laboratory

Principal Investigator Michael S. Irey Today’s Date 01/15/09

Email msirey@ussugar.com FDACS Contract Number 13643, 13978, 13230
Phone 863-902-2249 Project Duration (years) 1 Year of Project 1
Organization United States Sugar Corporation Total Direct Funds (current year) $16,000.00

REPORT UPDATE (650 words)

For the 10 month period of Jan, 1 2008 to Oct, 31, 2008, a total of 41,078 grower samples were received by the Southern
Gardens Diagnostic Laboratory (SGDL). This compares to 26,606 received during the same period during 2007. This
represents a 54% increase in sample volume. For the 12-month period of Jan-Dec, 2008, a total of 40,613 real-time PCR
(RTPCR) reactions were run on grower samples. This compares with 27,981 RTPCR tests during the same period in 2007
or an increase of 45%. Thus the number of samples is continuing to increase. Based on the last three months for which
data have been compiled, the lab has averaged receiving 5,741 samples per month and there is no indication that the
sample volume will decrease. Turn-around time with the current level of staffing has ranged from less than one week to 8+
weeks. At the current time, we are at the 8+ weeks. Reasons for the increase in turn around time include increased sample
volume and the loss of staff member due to a job change. It is expected that the vacant position will be filled shortly.

Additionally, a lab comparison/method study has been completed. Twelve laboratories from FL,CA, MD, and TX
participated. SGDL supplied a panel of 276 blind samples to all participating laboratories for HLB testing using the method of
their choice. Although small differences were noted, most of the methods being used were robust and similar in sensitivity.

A few issues were noted and efforts were made to determine the reasons for the differences.

Two papers were presented at the International HLB workshop describing the results of the laboratory comparison and
documenting the results and observations gleaned from the SGDL and the testing of the grower samples.
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