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	Title: Citrus Grower Educational Programs and Technical Field Assistance
	Investigator: Stephen H. Futch
	Email: shf@ufl.edu
	Phone: 863-956-1151
	Organization: University of Florida
	Date: January 15, 2009
	Contract: 
	Duration: 1
	Year: 1
	Funds: 44038
	Report: In October, the citrus agents conducted the Greening Mini-Summit at six locations around Florida with total attendance exceeding 270 participants.  The mini-summit presented topics related to citrus greening and psyllid management concepts.  At the mini-summit, the “pest” posters were provided to participants as well as being distributed in all central Florida Extension Service Offices.  The 5-series pest posters highlight: citrus greening; citrus diseases; mites, insects and scales; miscellaneous insect; and nutrient-associated patterns.  Each poster is in full color and measures 18 by 27 inches and is distributed free-of-charge upon request.  Posters have also been distributed to more than 45 FFA chapters at the annual State Citrus Judging Contest. 
Two agents participated in the International Citrus Congress in Wuhan, China as well as the week-long pre-congress greening tours.  The purpose of the greening tour in China was to gain a greater understanding of citrus greening/HLB issues worldwide and to explore possible production practices that could be introduced to Florida.  
In December, five citrus extension agents participated in the International HLB Conference in Orlando.  At the conference, a poster was presented by an agent on the Detection of Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus in sprouts from citrus tree stumps.  This poster provided data to show that up to 80% of the stumps that sprouted after clipping the tree off had one or more HLB positive sprouts within 6-months of tree removal.  This data clearly shows the need for effective sprout control.  Data generated by the agent also provided supporting data to allow Remedy Ultra to receive labeling for sprout control in Florida.
Two agents hosted a Japanese film crew which developed a documentary that was broadcast in Japan on several public TV stations.  The film highlighted greening and control programs that growers are conducting.
Information on citrus greening and psyllids has been distributed via 17 venues including: citrus newsletters (14), trade publications (Citrus Industry Magazine, 2 articles), and a poster at International HLB Conference (1).
Assisting with increasing the awareness of HLB world wide, 2 agents have also hosted groups from Brazil, Texas, and California to show them the impact of HLB in Florida citrus groves.
Agents were active in making over 125 field visits and assisting growers in submitting numerous samples for testing for HLB to various diagnostic labs.
Agents have conducted numerous urban citrus programs to increase the awareness of HLB in the residential area by participating in UF Master Gardener and other trainings around the state.  These events reached more than 6200 individuals.



