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PROJECT CATEGORY (check one)

O Plant Improvement O Pathology @ Entomology O Management/Physiology O Other

TITLE and CONTACT INFORMATION

Project Title  Measuring flight activity of Asian citrus psyllid and determining seasonality of HLB transmission

Principal Investigator Susan Halbert, FDACS/DPI Today’s Date 01/16/09

Email halbers@doacs.state.fl.us FDACS Contract Number 13320

Phone 352 372 3505, ext 185 Project Duration (years) 3 Year of Project 1
Organization FDACS/Division of Plant Industry Total Direct Funds (current year) $37,904.00

REPORT UPDATE (650 words)

There have been very few Diaphorina citri collected in our traps since September 2008. A few were collected in traps in
Immokalee, Winter Haven, and Loxahatchee. The low humbers probably reflect the time of year, and excellent psyllid control
by Florida citrus growers.

We have had a pair of suction traps (short and tall) at the DPI Citrus Arboretum for about five years. In conjunction with the
trapping, we also inspect and sample the facility. Additionally, Dr. Peggy Sieburth, DPI Budwood Bureau, periodically tests all
the plants for citrus greening bacteria.

In the fall of 2005, we collected two psyllids in the suction trap at the DPI Citrus Arboretum that tested positive for greening
bacteria. The trap was a short one that collects relatively short-distance flyers. It was nearly two years later that the first
positive symptomatic plant was found. Another positive plant was found in the spring of 2008. In October 2008, we found two
more symptomatic plants, both of which tested positive for citrus greening bacteria. There were no additional positive plants.
One of the new positive plants, a large tree, was about 30 feet from the suction trap in which the positive psyllids had been
collected. We suspect that it was the source of the positive psyllids in 2005 because the other three positive trees were in
other sections of the grove.

It is good news that citrus greening appears to be spreading slowly in the Arboretum grove in spite of psyllid vectors being
fairly abundant at times. However, if we are correct that one of the trees that developed symptoms this fall was the source of
the positive psyllids in 2005, there was a three year lag time between detection of positive psyllids and development of
symptoms.
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