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PROJECT CATEGORY (check one)

O Plant Improvement O Pathology O Entomology O Management/Physiology @ Other

TITLE and CONTACT INFORMATION

Project Title  Citrus Grower Educational Programs and Technical Field Assistance

Principal Investigator Stephen H. Futch Today’s Date 04/24/09

Email shf@ufl.edu FDACS Contract Number

Phone 863-956-1151 Project Duration (years) 1 Year of Project 1
Organization University of Florida Total Direct Funds (current year) $44,038.00

REPORT UPDATE (650 words)

The citrus Extension Agents have been actively involved in numerous educational events and programs highlighting citrus
greening and its management around the State of Florida. These educational programs have included local and regional
events to actively promote various greening issues and were advertised in agent’s citrus newsletters as well as commercial
publications (Triangle, Citrus News Notes, etc.) and electronic newsletters to ensure wide distribution of information.

Programs have been conducted in all citrus producing areas including:

Indian River Citrus Seminar (Ft. Pierce), two sessions in Citrus Production School (Arcadia), Highlands Citrus Forum
(Sebring), Psyllid Management (Sebring), Low Volume Spray Technology (Sebring), Psyllid Monitoring (Immokalee),
Scouting for Psyllids (Immokalee), Citrus Pest Management (Bartow), Cultural Practices to Enhance Psyllid Control (Seffner)
and Greening Field Day (Tavares). Program participants exceeded 1,100 participants at the above events.

In addition to these grower programs, two articles were published on “HLB Scouting and Interpretation of PCR Results” and
“Detection of Greening in Sprouts from Citrus Tree Stumps” in the January (pps, 16-19) and March (pps. 28-30) issues of
Citrus Industry magazine. The sprout project was conducted in a cooperators field by a citrus extension agent and reported
to educated growers of the risks of not controlling citrus sprouts on citrus stumps.

A greening surveying event was hosted in Arcadia where 5 different scouting companies participated in surveying blocks to
determine best methods and accuracy of scouting methods. Data from this study is being analyzed and will be presented at
FSHS in June.

Additional field visits were conducted by agents to address multiple production issues, greening management, psyllid control
and to collect samples to be forwarded to testing labs to confirm greening symptoms.

A psyllid count project has begun in Highlands County and will be conducted for 16 weeks to determine psyllid numbers in
various locations.

Master Gardeners have been trained in Charlotte, Collier and Lee Counties to diagnose, identify and recognize most citrus
pests and diseases including citrus psyllids and greening. These volunteers work closely with County Extension Service
Offices and the citrus agents to assist with urban citrus issues.
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