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	Todays Date: Stover
	Organization: USDA/ARS/USHRL
	CATEGORY: [Genetics]
	DATE: 10/15/09
	HEADLINE: Transgenic test site is ready for planting.
	TITLE: A secure site for testing transgenic and conventional citrus for HLB and psyllid resistance
	PI: Ed Stover
	ABSTRACT: As proposed, a transgenic test site has been prepared at the USDA/ARS USHRL Picos Farm in Ft. Pierce.  A new 8 acre site has been bedded, supplied with irrigation, and a ground cover established. Several acres in the far NE corner have been prepared for Dr. Dawson's proposed field test of modified CTV expression vectors designed to produce anti-microbial peptides in citrus host plants.  APHIS specified that Dr. Dawson's site be as far from existing commercial citrus groves as possible, and recommended the NE corner of the Picos Farm.

Answers have been provided to numerous questions from regulators to facilitate field testing approval.  Cooperators have been made aware that the site is ready for planting.  Dr. Jude Grosser of UF has initiated plans to establish ~1 acre of transgenic plants expressing genes expected to provide HLB/canker resistance.  USHRL has filed papers with APHIS to conduct field trials of their transgenic plants at this site.

	EMAIL: ed.stover@ars.usda.gov
	CONTRACT: 220
	PHONE: 772-462-5951
	DURATION: 3+
	YEAR: 1st
	FUNDS: $93,049
	PERIOD: Yes


