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Required: What is the “headline” for this report (e.g. a one-sentence “newspaper headline” describing what you accomplished)

Citrus Greening Is Well-Established in Florida

Proposal Title

Long-Run Citrus Production and Price Impacts Associated with Citrus Greening in Florida and Sao Paulo
with Implications for Structural Change in the Florida Citrus Sector

Today’s Date ~ Sponsoring Organization (drop-down) Category (drop down)

Citrus Research and Development Foundation Unclassified

REPORT UPDATE (500 words; summarize your accomplishments )

After a presentation was presented at a meeting of growers and economists at Lake Alfred in April, a new approach was
initiated to calculate long-run citrus production projections in Florida. Tree inventory data at the section level (one square
mile) was collected from the Florida Agricultural Statistics Service (FASS) and incidence of greening infection was
obtained from the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services office in Winter Haven. These two data sets
were merged. There were 3,804 sections in Florida with commercial citrus for the 2009-10 season (FASS). Citrus
greening has been found to be present in 1,291 sections or 33.9% of the total. The sections where citrus greening was
found, however, had a larger share of the State’s citrus trees. The total number of (commercial) citrus trees in Florida was
74.5 million. The 1,291 sections where HLB was found accounted for 40.3 million trees or 54.0% of the total tree
population. Again, not all of these 40.3 million trees have HLB but rather they are in sections where HLB has been found.
It was also determined that 78.1% of the sections in the state either have a greening infected tree or is within one mile of a
section with a greening infected tree.

Despite this finding, analysis of the data suggests that the presence of citrus greening does not appear to have a major
effect on citrus production. According to the latest FASS citrus tree inventory, citrus acreage declined by 14,777 acres
between 2009 and 2010, a decline of 2.6%. While some of this acreage loss can be attributed to greening, comparison of
acreage changes in past years suggests that a stronger effect of greening is lack of new planting. Only 10,332 acres were
planted between the 2009 and 2010 survey, which is difficult to compare since annual surveys were initiated in 2008.
Another factor complicating production forecasting is adoption by some growers of the foliar feeding approach to
managing greening. Although research has been initiated, it is not known at this time how successful this approach might
be in terms of reducing tree mortality and maintaining fruit production.
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