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	HEADLINE: Extension aids growers with control of citrus greening
	TITLE: Grower educational programs to enhance adoption of psyllid and HLB control
	DATE: 1-27-2012
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Unclassified]
	ABSTRACT: The extension agents are actively educating and assisting growers and urban audiences with information about citrus greening via field visits, educational events (field days, training events/presentations), phone consultations and hosting visitors from around the world. During the last quarter of 2011, over 530 individuals participated in one or more educational events that addressed citrus and/or greening related issues.
Efforts have been directed to working with growers in establishing and maintaining CHMAs throughout the state.  Currently, 35 CHMAs have been developed with additional areas in the formative stages.  CHMAs aid in getting growers to collectively target sprays to achieve greater success in controlling and/or suppressing psyllids as compared to individual psyllid control efforts.
All citrus agents continue to promote citrus activities via active citrus newsletters which reach approximately 2,675 growers throughout Florida.  
Each November, the citrus agents develop and conduct the annual FFA citrus judging contest.  This event highlights many of the citrus pests, disorders and varieties, including citrus greening and canker.  Teams from 49 schools (25 high schools and 24 middle schools) participated in the annual event.  Each team consisted of 4 members for a total of 196 participants plus the 49 chapter advisors.
In addition to the citrus newsletters, the agents collectively use their website (http://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu) to post their HLB photo series and other citrus related information and happenings.  This site received 7,604 web hits related to the HLB photo series and their entire website received 142,499 total hits during the last 3 months of 2011.  The use of this electronic media effectively communicates information to growers 24 hours per day at little cost and effectively communicates information to all growers and others interested in citrus.
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